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The affair of the birds was the last colorful and splendid 

| counteroffensive of fantasy which my father, that incorrigible 
improviser, that fencing master of imagination, had led against the Be AD 
trenches and defenseworks of a sterile and empty winter. ia, 


| Adela was not rebuked for her thoughtless and brutal vandalism. 









Only now do I understand the lonely hero who alone had waged war against the 
fathomless, elemental boredom that strangled the city. Without any support, without 
recognition on our part, that strangest of men was defending the lost cause of 

poetry. 



















On the contrary, we felt a vile satisfaction, a disgraceful pleasure that Father's 
exuberance had been curbed, for although we had enjoyed it to the full, we later 
ignominiously denied all responsibility for it. 
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— "SIE whom we dimly ascribed some commission and assignment from forces of a 
meee its} higher order. 
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We forgot him. 


AM) SANG 


BS c 


came a 
= oN 


Those weeks passed under the sign of a strange drowsiness. 
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| Meanwhile, in the dining room the scene was being set for jaya ©) SEG MAPA eAD 
the evening. Polda and Pauline, the seamstresses, spread NaS ay ' (sais 

themselves out there with the props of their trade. + 


Carried on their shoulders, a silent immobile lady had entered the 
room, a lady of oakum and canvas, with a black wooden knob instead 
of a head. 





But when stood in the corner, between the door and the stove, 


that silent woman became mistress of the 
situation. 


Standing motionless in her corner, she supervised the girls 
advances and wooings 
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Pasa sect Mii xq as they knelt before her, fitting fragments of a dress marked 

Ka LY) ‘ wa with white basting thread. 

Se SSO BY, 
RSV KON} is 





ROG Awe 


: ip (SZ) SS oi j SrA “ie Z 
a —- = ii ay 
SHINN N\A) ES SI eSe 

+ ASE BOING 

JESS AKG Sy - f 
&y > 


* # 
ws mk ESaet 
- a EZ 


ae ON YEN GENE (SAKE SAVING 
on the silent idol, which was difficult to please. 
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The girls trod absent-mindedly on the bright shreds of GENIN 
material, wading carelessly in the rubbish of a possible QUE)INGS i 

carnival, in the storeroom for some great unrealized 

masquerade. 
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WLLL ET Their hearts, the quick magic of their fingers, were not in the boring dresses which 
MY MILI LLAL Iii remained on the table, but in the thousand scraps, the frivolous and fickle trimmings, 


: : en: with the colorful fantastic snowstorm with which they could smother the whole city. 
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undertaken in Adela's absence, my father stumbled upon sucha 
quiet evening sewing session. 


During one of his nightly wanderings about the apartment, He oo ‘I LEGGE J 


For a moment he stood in the dark door of the adjoining room, a lamp in his hand, enchanted 
a by the scene of feverish activity, by the blushes—that synthesis of face powder, red tissue paper, 
and atropine— 


Putting on his glasses, 
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the girls let themselves be admired, twisting their hips; 
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| like the shiny leather of their 
shoes 


and the buckles of their garters, 
showing from under their skirts 


AN 


HANA 


@ lifted by the wind. 





in the course of which my father succeeded in charming both of the young ladies with the magnetism of 
his strange personality. In return for his witty and elegant conversation, which filled the emptiness of their 
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the girls permitted the ardent ornithologist to study the structure of their thin 
and ordinary little bodies. 
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(WW Sy father would say: 
Ds PS 


“How delightful and happy is the form of 
existence which you ladies have chosen. How 
beautiful and simple is the truth which is 
revealed by your lives. And with what mastery, 
with what precision you are performing your 
task. 
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Cel be for the world to lose some of its contents. More modesty in aspirations, 
Wa more sobriety in claims, Gentlemen Demiurges, and the world would be 
more perfect!" 
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my father exclaimed, while his hands released Pauline's 
white calf 


At that moment Adela appeared in the 
open door of the dining room, the supper 


tray in her hands. 
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from the prison of her stocking. 
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My father rose from his knees very disturbed, 
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and flipped him on the nose. 
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But Adela found herself unexpectedly equal to 
the situation. 
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| She walked up to Father with a smile 
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That was the beginning of a series of most 
interesting and most unusual lectures. 
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round the table. Thus, because of the girls’ good nature, the cloud of 


and each grabbing one of Father's arms, began to dance with him 
unpleasantness dispersed in general hilarity. 
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“The Demiurge,” said my father, “has had no monopoly of 
creation, for creation is the privilege of all spirits. Matter 

| has been given infinite fertility, inexhaustible vitality, and, 
at the same time, a seductive power of temptation which 
invites us to create as well. 
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Waiting for the life-giving breath of the spirit, it is endlessly in 
motion. It entices us with a thousand sweet, soft, round shapes 
which it blindly dreams up within itself. 





Deprived of all initiative, indulgently 
acquiescent, pliable like a woman, 
submissive to every impulse, 
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Matter is the most passive and most defenseless 
essence in cosmos. 


ee 
Wlaws 
VA | =) = \- sce zfiye 
F RO OS 


i 


a ee 


There is no evil in reducing life to other and newer forms. Homicide is nota 
sin. Itis sometimes a necessary violence on resistant and ossified forms of 


existence which have ceased to be amusing. In the interests of an important 
and fascinating experiment, it can even become meritorious. 


it is a territory outside any law, open to all kinds of charlatans and dilettanti, a 
domain of abuses and of dubious demiurgical manipulations. 
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Anyone can mold it and shape it; it obeys 


4 everybody. All attempts at organizing matter are 


transient and temporary, easy to reverse and to 
dissolve. 





The girls sat perfectly still, the lamp smoked. 


“We have lived for too long under the terror of the matchless perfection of the Demiurge,” 
my father said. “For too long the perfection of his creation has paralyzed our own creative 
instinct. 
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| We don't wish to compete with him. We have no ambition to 
© emulate him. We wish to be creators in our own, lower sphere; 


we want to have the privilege of creation, we want creative 
delights, 
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“We are not concerned," he said, “with long-winded creations, with long- 
| term beings. Our creatures will not be heroes of romances in many 
volumes. 


Their roles will be short, concise; their characters—without a background. Sometimes, for 
-4one gesture, for one word alone, we shall make the effort to bring them to life. 


We openly admit: we shall not insist either on durability or solidity of workmanship; our creations “ ‘5 Mer fee ccs 
will be temporary, to serve for a single occasion. ae Bis atid eae see 17] 
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‘si If they be human beings, we shall give them, for example, only one profile, one hand, one leg, the one 
1 limb needed for their role. It would be pedantic to bother about the other, unnecessary, leg. Their backs 





For each action, each word, we shall call to life a different human being. Such is our whim, 
and the world will be run according to our pleasure. 


The Demiurge was in love with consummate, 
superb, and complicated materials; 


Wien: y 


we Shall give priority to trash. We are simply entranced and 
enchanted by the cheapness, shabbiness, and inferiority of 
material.” 
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“Can you understand,” asked my father, “the deep meaning of that 
weakness, that passion for colored tissue, for papier-maché, for 
distemper, for oakum and sawdust? 
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This is," he continued with a pained smile, “the proof of our love for matter as 
such, for its fluffiness or porosity, for its unique mystical consistency. 


Demiurge, that great master and artist, made matter 
invisible, made it disappear under the surface of life. 


We, on the contrary, love its creaking, its resistance, its clumsiness. We like to see behind each gesture, 
behind each move, its inertia, its heavy effort, its bearlike awkwardness.” 
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“In one word,” Father concluded, “we wish to create mana 
second time— 
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in the shape and semblance of a tailor’s dummy.” 





Ya and exchanged a knowing look with 


j S Polda. 
Adela looked at her wristwatch 
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lifted her dress to reveal her foot tightly covered in black silk, and then stretched it out 
stiffly like a serpent’s head. 





She sat thus throughout that scene, upright, her large eyes, shining from atropine, 
fluttering, 
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while Polda and Pauline sat at her sides. All three looked at Father with wide- 
Sell 


My father coughed nervously, fell silent, and suddenly became very red in the face. 
Within a minute the lines of his face, so expressive and vibrant a moment before, became 
still and his expression became humble. 
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He—the inspired Heresiarch, just emerging from the clouds of exaltation— 
suddenly collapsed and folded up. 


Polda went up to him and bent over him. Patting him 


lightly on the back, she spoke in the tone of gentle 
encouragement: 





fa Jacob must be sensible. Jacob must obey. Jacob must not be obstinate. Please, Jacob... 
mm Please....” 


Adela's outstretched slipper trembled slightly and shone like a serpent's 
tongue. 
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My father rose slowly, still looking down, took a step 
forward like an automaton, 








On one of the following evenings, my father began to set before our eyes the picture 
of that generatio aequivoca which he had dreamed up, a species of beings only half 
organic, a kind of pseudofauna and pseudoflora, the result of a fantastic fermentation 
of matter. 

They were creations resembling, in appearance only, living creatures such as 
crustaceans, vertebrates, cephalopods. 


In reality the appearance was misleading—they were amorphous creatures, 
“@ with no internal structure, products of the imitative tendency of matter. These 
creatures—mobile, sensitive to stimuli, and yet outside the pale of real life— 


could be brought forth by suspending certain complex colloids in solutions of kitchen salt. 
These colloids, after a number of days, would form and organize themselves in precipitations of 
substance resembling lower forms of fauna. 
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€4) In creatures conceived in this way, one could observe the processes of respiration and 


|metabolism, but chemical analysis revealed in them traces neither of albumen nor of carbon 
compounds. 
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Yet these primitive forms were unremarkable compared with the richness of shapes and the 
splendor of the pseudofauna and pseudoflora, which sometimes appeared in certain strictly 
| defined environments, 


such as old apartments saturated with the emanations of numerous existences and events; used-up 


atmospheres, rich in the specific ingredients of human dreams; rubbish heaps, abounding in the humus of 
memories, of nostalgia, and of sterile boredom. 
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On such a soil, this pseudovegetation sprouted abundantly yet 
ephemerally, 
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brought forth short-lived generations 


which flourished suddenly and splendidly, 
only to wilt and perish. 


“As you will no doubt know,” said my father, “in old 
apartments there are rooms which are sometimes 
forgotten. 


Unvisited for months on end, they wilt neglected between the old walls 
and it happens that they close in on themselves. 


Once, I entered such a forgotten passage, and I was amazed at the Bes. 
appearance of the rooms. ; Fest 179 
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From all the crevices in the floor, from all the moldings, from every recess, 
there grew slim shoots filling the gray air with a scintillating filigree lace of 
leaves: 


In the rapid process of blossoming, enormous white and pink flowers opened 
among the leaves, bursting from bud under your very eyes, displaying their pink 
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¥ “Before nightfall,” concluded my father, “there was no trace left of that 
LS q splendid flowering. The whole elusive sight was a fata morgana, an 
|] example of the strange make-believe of matter which had created a 
semblance of life.” 
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Around the bed, under the lamp, along the wardrobes, grew clumps of delicate trees — aN 
which, high above, spread their luminous crowns and fountains of lacy leaves, 


spraying chlorophyll, and thrusting up to the painted heaven of the ceiling. 





“Ancient, mythical tribes used to embalm their dead. The walls of their houses were 


filled with bodies and heads immured in them: 
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182 a father would stand in a corner of the 
living room—stuffed, 
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yj the tanned skin of a deceased wife would serve as a mat under 


the table. 
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I knew a certain sea captain who had in his cabin a lamp, made by Malayan F S NS) 
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mee On her head, she wore enormous 
ey antlers. 
In the stillness of the cabin, the face stretched between 


the antlers at the ceiling, slowly lifted its eyelids: 
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on the half-opened lips a bubble of saliva would glint, then 

| burst with the softest of whispers. 
Octopuses, tortoises, and enormous crabs, hanging 
from the rafters in place of chandeliers, 
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moved their legs endlessly in that stillness, walking, walking, 
| walking without moving... .” 
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Rl to new examples: 


fae prompted him 


singing to the luckless creature endless lullabies on winter nights? 
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And yet, the faithful love of my poor cousin was not denied him even 
during that transformation.” 
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own brother, as a result of along and incurable illness, has 
been gradually transformed into a bundle of rubber tubing, 


My father’s face suddenly assumed a worried, sad expression 
“Am I to conceal from you," he said in a low tone, “that my 


when his thoughts, 
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“Oh, please, I cannot, I really cannot listen to this any longer!" groaned 


Polda leaning over her chair. 
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| Adela went up to my father with an outstretched finger 
made as if to tickle him. 
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Father lost countenance, immediately stopped 
talking, and, very frightened, 
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ye 7 began to back away from Adela’s moving finger. 


She followed him, however, threatening him with her finger, 
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TSC. _ 
SS She and Polda, leaning against one another, exchanged a look anda 
y smile. 





